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TO A 


Scandalous and Deceitfull P amphlet : 


ENTITULED, 


Conſoderable Queries bumbly tendred 


touching Reducement of the Exciſe to 
the Caſtoms , Publiſhed by Neceſlity, 


DS% Y alover of truth, and diſcoverer of fawning 
k cringing companions, who having little wit 
and much confidence; a large proportion of 
ignorance in affaires they entermedle with ; 
blinded with defire of Gain, and large Sal a» 
| ries, pretend the Common-wealths good, while 
they only aime to inrich themſclves, and by bafe flateriee, 
love lobby attendances, and other ſneaking applications z 
thinke by fair words to deceive men into a good opi- 
nion of themſelves, and would make men belceve they are 
neceſſitated to confirme them in their imployments, or 
transfer them to better places, where money is ſtirring and 
gain coming inzand then their worke is done ; whether the 
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worke of the Common-wealtb be done or undone, fink or 


Gwim. Which preſumptuous boldneſſe, and -immodeR8 


cariage, proceeds from a hope they have upon [Inkles, or 


'*Corens in the Parliament, as Nece/ity who had a Kinſman 


by his endeavours It powerfull as to makea thin Lawyer, 


and flender Souldierp,inſtantly became a ſound, ſubſtantial] 


experienced Exciſe man, and a Tozen Commiſſioner, al- 
though he ſcarce knew Straw from Hoppes, or Sattin 


from Buckram, as if there was a communicative pewer by 
the laying on of his Kinſmans hands, to ordain him and 
- infuſe new. principles of underſtanding; and ia an 


inſtant to make him know the myſteries of all Trade, and 
Commerce, the kinds, values, and denominations of all 


: Goods and Merchandize, and to indue him with qualifi- 


cations that might fit him to purſe up money ſufficient 
for himfelf and Ordinary,and yet all this to be accounted no 
faimony, | 

It A almoſt to be wondered, that the influence of a 
malevolent. Planet whoſe motion is ſo near the earth, by 
his favorable aſpe&t ſhould have ſuch operation on ſo 
dull a body : That he who had not the audacity to come 
within a mile of a Corporation where Bayliffs held 
Juriſdiftion, ſhould now be fo preſumptuoully buld to 
take upon him to Exciſe and Judge the people, conceiting 
that the world is not governed by fo much wiſdome, as 
many Sage men have thought; and being thus ſtceld, dare 


openly appear at the Parliament door, ſetting forth ſelf 


in Print, yea printing himſelt a confiderable feHow; yea 
more, that the Brats of his own braines lately wee and 
ſqueeſed, are ſo conliderable as to be fit for the guidance 
of the Parliament. By this it's apparent how little braines 
and great Salaries worke together; but ſuch perſons I 
hope wi'l be ſoon eſpied and rejeted; eſpecially ſuch, 
as being intruſted and imployed by the Parliament, and 
think it no crime to be ignorant and negle&full of theie 
own duty, and upbraid and ſcandalize thoſe that are 
knowing and diligent in their truſt, ſhall not onely be 
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judged unfit for any other imployment, but as unproficable 
and unfaithfull ſervants be thruſt out,and-wiſer and honeſter 
men imployed in their rooms. Such men make a duſt, leſt 
their want of ability ſhould be diſcerned; and puddle the 
waters, that you may not ſee the ſhall8wneſſe of their un- 
derſtanding, and how inconſideratgly they manage the 
truſt repoſed in them, Hke Lapwings to draw you from 
their neſt, make moſt noyle where there is leaft 
cauſe, 

Pg. 1. Hefaith the receipt of the Exciſe is 300000 1, 
per an. notwithſtanding the great obſtruftions, and is dayly 
increaling. | 

An(w, There will, and.needs muſt be great obſtru&ions, 
whilſt'men of no better abilities ard infight into. Trade, 
have the management thereof; for what can be expefed 
from men that know nothing of regulating matters of 
Commerce and Trade? Merchants and Traders that un« 
derſtand all the wayes, and by-wayes of Trade, will eafily 
out-wit ignoramuſſes, and inferiour officers can eafily ſee 
their Mr. Commiſſioners ignorance}, and although in 
words they applaud him, yet may play their games with 
the Merchants, and other _ Traders to their advantage, 
whileſt ſuch a Commiſſioner is blinded with a notion 
of his # deſerving into that he never knew nor under« 
ſtood. 

And for the dayly increaſe of that revenue; I cannos 
but wonder at the ignorance of the Author, for many 
years paſt, when warres were in the Land, and the Par« 
liament had not the whole Nation under their power, yet 
the Exciſe was then about 406000.1. and now it is about 
2300000. /, per an. this is the growing receipt like a Cowes 
tail downwards. 

It's true for two years laſt paſt, ſome ſceming ſmall im- 
provement hath been 'in the receipt of the Exciſe, bur if 
the ſame be examined it will appear to be only by farming 
: out, whereby the people have been moſt miſerably ex 
ated upon and oppreſt, not only by -a due taking the 
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1 utmoſt for Exciſe of Commodities , but alſo forcing 
| Jan-keepers audothers to pay an Annuall ſum. for above 
| what their Annuall Exciſe would come to ,, or elſe by the 
ſj frowns- and:favours of them or their unreaſonable farmers, 
E |! to put them into a worſe condition by fines and ſeizures 
|. | of their goods z. procuring Licenſes tor Alchoules to be 
E 1] taken on their owne termes , or if the parties conſent 
ft not they are ſuppreſt, and a number ſuch ſhirking trickes, 
*7 grievous to the} people. All which I hope the Parliament 
Il will not only reforme, but alſo puniſh the Authors of ſuch 
| exorbitances, : | 
1 | It is trueas Neceſity ſaith, the Receipt of tlie Cuſtomes 
is a vaſt receipt, and he might have ſaid a growing receipt, 
| i for. it hath advanced under the Management of the pre- 
3 ", ſent Commiſſioners. . That.in every one of theſe foure laſt 
= cares they have accompted for between three and four 
tl. ndred thouf@nd' pound fer an. although in every one of 
| theſe years, ſuch hinderances have happened, that have 
| much prejudiced that Receipt, as in former years have 
"We © - Not been known. As firſt, the prohibition of French 
| / Wine, which-if imported as formerly would: have added 
40000. ]. per an. tothe receipt. The Portugal Trade about 


by 1 30000. /. per an, The Levant and Turky Trade, about 
bt! 4©000a, |. per an. The Barbadoes and other American Trade 
= about 30006. ]. per an. all of which have been wantin 
A to the: receipt of Cuftomes, in ſome of thoſe years, on 
Wn | ſome.of the moſt conſiderable of them wanting ſtill. And 


(HA although the trade of Portugall be come into the receipt 
| ' of late, yet not in that proportion. as was heretofore. 
bs The trade of Barbadocs md other Iſlands are now added 
br [$0 the receIpt 3 yet. there wants the trades of Muſco- 
via, Holland, and the eaſt Country, whereby it is much 
A} lefſe then otherwiſe. it. would be; as alſo, the French, 
EE. || Leyant and Turkey trade, ars. loft to that receipt. 
LE | | Undoubtedly it: ſuch a free trade were naw in. Exgland, 
| 83. Was in Ano 1648. or any year before, the receipe of 
the Cuſtomes.. would riſe to 500000, 1, per an, if mana- 
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| ged with the ſame or the like judgement, care, skill, and- 


induſtry, they now are by the preſent Commiſſioners and 
ofhcers. 

In the ſame Page Neceſity further ſaith, the Exciſe is a 
fall check to the Cuſtome, and the Cuſtomes a full check 
to the Exciſe; if ignorance were not the mother of this, 
he would never have publiſhed it ; there fits an honourable 
Gentleman in Parliarment, who is one ef the checks to 
the Cuſtomes, and can informe how true this aflerti- 
ON is, 

But ifthe Cuſtomes be a full check to the Exciſe, why 
is not that receipt bettered by that check of the Cuſtomes ? 
For it is evident that of thoſe Commodiries imported, 


which are moſt unlikely to be conveighed away without 


payment of Cuftome and Exciſe, the Commiſſioners of 


the Cuftomes do Annually receive above double as much. 


money asthe Commillioners of Exciſe torithe ſame Com- 
modiries, due regard in this calculation being had as 
well to the values ſet, or taken for the ſaid goods on the 
duties payable to the reſpective receipts, as alſo deduftion 
tor any of them exported, 


And fince Necejity aſſerts from his own mouth, that 
the Exciſe is a full check to the Cuſtomes, ' and the 
Cuftomes to the Exciſe ; why then ſhould not the Par- 
liamenr (I hope they will on Enxglands behalte) command 
both the Commiſſtoners of the Cuſtomes, and Commiſli- 
oners- of Excite, to give in their ſeverall accompts perfe(t, 
for what hath been colle&ed for every diftin&kinde and 
fort of goods imported, and if either of them have 
| been deficient, that they will ſee the Common-wealth 
righted, out of the eftates of ſuch as are culpable? 

And this ſeems but juſt in reſpe& each ſet of Com- 


miflioners have conſiderable Salaries, viz, the Commiſſio- / 


Hers of Cuſtoms 44. in the pound tor their Salarie, and 
for ſecuring to the Common-wealth the whole receipt of 


the Cuftomes every 24 day oy how much ſoever ſtands © 
| Out. 
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-eutunreceived, or is loſt by the inſolvency or non«perfor- 
. mance of any ColleCtor, as alſo to forbeare all. manner of 
.trade as Merchants, and to pay out of the ſaid 4 9d. per [, 
ſome additionall Clerks, and to fatisfie the incident charges 
expended for the better management of that affair, as ap- 
peareth by the Contrat betwixt the late Parliament, and 
the preſent-Commiſſioners pt Cuſtomes, extant in the Re- 
cords of Parliament. 

Andthe Commiſſioners of Exciſe thave 3 d. in the pound 
for their Salarie , without any ingagement for debts, or 

' Incident charges. 

The leaſt of-which Salaries is a ſafficient reward and 
conſideration either to the aforeſaid accompt or fſatis- 
faftion. 

There is an old proverb, whem Gameſters fall ont true 
men come by their goodz ; and Necefity bath put me upon 
the diſcovery of ſuch ajuſt experiment, as may deter weak 
unskilfall men from their bold attempts, for the ſame or 
like places of profit. And as it's fit ro recompenſe men of 
parts and abilities, that ſerve the Common-wealth well, 
and profitably, ſo it 1s juſt to puniſh ſuch as dare take 
-upon 'them publick truſt, without skill, or ability, to 
manage the ſame futably to the duty incumbent on 
chem. 

It's man-like to beat a quarrdler with his own weapon, 
the ſay Necefity will makea man fight, and it will not be 
2miſſe to turne the miſchief he intends to others 
upon his owne pate, that ſo he may do no more hurt 
with his penne, then he could formerly doe with his 
Pike. 

Some men are opinionated they are fit for every im- 
-ployment, able to undertake any bufinefle, and would have 
others . beleeve them to be the only uſeſull men in peace 
and warre. 

And when men of parts after long experience, great 
travell, aud diligent ſtudy, with much hefitation, zre 
hardly perſwaded to 4ake a command, or any other im- 
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ployment of charge, donbring their ſufficiency, you'ftall 
have a confident pertifogger turn his buckram bag intg'a 
ſnapſack, and inſtantly become a Colonel], and Comman- 
der of agarriſon, where he may have little to do, and lie 
far enough from his enemy,& never att«mpt any thing wor« 
thy the name of a Souldier;yet there is neceflity he be paid as 
well as he that hazards his lite daily. And when the wars are 
done, at firſtdaſh can have wit enough, wich help of fricnds, 
to be a Commitlioner of Exciſc,althongh a place that would 
require more ſolidity, & better experience then he could finde 
either in bis ſnapſack, or buckram bag z yet is ſo bold to put - 
himſelf in print,and thinks all mens underſtandings are (hal- 
low as his own, andhopes to raiſe ſo much mud at the 
Cuſtome-houſe, that you ſhall never ſee what water runs bes - 
fid:s the mill at the Exciſe: pag. 1. he allerts the Receipt of 
the Exciſe annually to be 3000001. and pag. 3. he ſaith 
the annuall Receit of native Commodities to be 150090 /. 
then it muſt follow that the Receipt of imported goods, is 
the other moity and but 150000 1. AndI do nor belceveun- 
on examination it will appear to be ſo much, and that the 
Receipt of the Cuſtomes tor the ſame is double as much. 
And yetthe charge of colle&ing the Excite, is much more 
as he confeſſts, pag. 1. no be about 2 5 in the pound, which 
he calcalateth upon the whole Receipt of Exciſe; as well 
for goods imported as for native commoditics ; the laſt of 
which were for the moſt part farmed, and (o bring no charge, 
except- 3d. perl. to the Commilſioners. And if Neceſſity 
underſtood the bulineſſe of the exciſe, he might have told 
you, that the ſuns of money raiſed by farming the Exciſe 
without charge by the pound, other then is aforeſaid, being 
deducted from the ſum colle&ed for goods imported, and 
other native goods not farmed, and the whole charge of 
officers, and other incident charges being proportioned,as 
In right it ought to be at:the latter end of the charge of 
collcCing the Exciſe, doth amount unto about 3's. $ d. or 
4 5 in the pound, for goods imported, but when gains the 


nd, miſts and darkclouds are the way. 
Tt 
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| Tobſerved before that Neceſſity concludes the Pxcit, a full 
check to the Cuftomes, as they now ſtand, and yet within 
four or five lines, he ſaith it was ounce a perfect Check : 1 
would gladly know by what Logick, he can diſtinguiſh be- 
tween AT and perfe&, in that ſenſe- wherein they are ap+ 
plyed. | 

In the end of the 1. pag. he ſaith the Officers of Excife 
formerly put aboard ſhips, and at water ſide, were taken off 
by the Committee of Regulation of Exciſe: which, he faith, 
was done to ſave charges, and the ifſye of it is, that few rich 
goods areentred cicher in Exciſe or Cuſtomes, and doth du- 
ties loſt. . 

Anſ. The Officers of Exciſe on ſhip-board and at water 
fide were a great Charge to.the State, and thoſe aboard were 
a great grievance to the owners of ſhipping lying there at 
their charge for meat anddrink, and no benefit at all, for 


_ they only joyned with the Officers of the Cuſtomes on board 


to take the numbers and marks and outward formes of goods 
and comealong with the Lighters to the Keyes : but whe- 
ther they were ſilk or thrums, full or empty,they knew not ; 
and ſuch officers were very like to make Neceſſities full Check 
to become a perfe& Gheck ; "whereas nothing could come 
as perfe& from the Tideſmen, but muſt be expetted-from 
the Land-waiter, the main and chief end of Tideſmen 
being aboard is to prevent any goods from being delivered 
without due entry. 

Butit is apparently known, that what through the 
meanneſle of the falary thoſe tideſmen had, and what 
through want of care and conſcience, not only in the chief 
Officers in chooſing them, and the behaviour of theſe tideſ- 
men, they truſting to the Officers of the Caſtomes, and the 
Officers of Cuſtomes truſting to them : ir.did plainly appear . 
they were more burthenſome then profitable, for Mr, $4- 
muel Moyer and others ſitting in Mincing Lane London, autho- 


' riſed for. regulating the Officers, and management of the 


Cuſtomes, gave it as their opinion, that rthenceforth all the 
Officers of Exciſe imployed on ſhipboard, and at the water 
| {ide, 
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fide, ſhonld be diſmiſſed ; and that the fole management fur 
inzportation, exportation, and tranſportation, ſhould be 
in the Commillioners of Caſtomes and their Officers. And 
ic. was ordered accordingly: by which diſmiſſion the 
Common-wealth ſaved a Jargeſum of money Annually. 
Since which time the Cullome have been adyanced to 
(neer or alrogether ) double what they then were. And yet 
there is noentry for landing goods paſſed by the Commit= 
floners of Cuſtomes, untill the Deputy of the Commiſho- 
nersot Excite do ccriifie that they are ſatisfied for the Fx- 
cile due thereupon ; and yet Neceſſity ſaith the Cuſtome is loft 
and Exciſe too. That the Cuſtome is not loſt appears by 
the advance thereof; but that the Exciſe is loſt appears is 
maniteſt by the declenſon of that Receipt,whileſt the Deputy 
tor Exciſe certifics he is fatisfied, and Neceſſity faith it 


Ic's manYeſt then how he manages the Exciſe; heretofore 
bleſt of the old Commiſſioners, did fit in the 
ceat the waterſide, but of late no ſuch thing. 
And indecd it matters not, ifthere be no wiſer among them 
then N:ceſicy, who could not tel] what to do, if he were there. 
And theretore pag. 2. he faith, Attendance at the Cuſtome houſe 
is the leaſt work of the Exciſe Office, Ando the work too mean 
for a man of his worth ; whereas it's known to all experi- 
enced men, that it is the very key of the work, and the 
foundation for a true Receipt, for Goods imported, and as 
this is well or ill done, fo itfaveth or loſeth the duty; for 
by this they can only call men co accompt, and compell pay- 
ment for goods imported when they are ſold. 
It's manitcſt that the decay of Excilſe is the deceiving the 
Common- wealth; for if the Cuftome bepaidand due entry 
made, and the entry certified by the Exciſe Officers, that 
they are ſatisfied for Exciſe, it will be no hard matter to 
finde where the fault is. AndI dare afficme, if the Parlia- 
ment will pleaſe to command an.accompt of the Commil- 
fioners both of Cuſtomes and Exciſe as aforeſaid, it will ap- 
pear that Neceſſity doth not "_ (or knowes not how to) 


manage 
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manage ſuclia Receipt :- and therefore he is troubled, that 
any Wiſer then himſelf are imployed in publique Receipts, as. 
appears in the bottome of his firſt, pag. where ſpeaking of the 
Committee for Regulating the Exciſe,. he. writes (not 
prints) Colonel] Harvey one of the Commiſtoners for the Cuſtomes 
yas a powerfull Member. For my part:I conceive it was well 
forthe Common-wealth he was. a Member of that Com- 
mittee, and a Commillioner of the Cuſtomes; for all that 
know him do know him to be experienced in all manner of 
Frafftique, and' Commerce, of a quick underſtanding, in- 
duſtrious, and:excellent indiſpatch: of.bufinefſe, and Þ hope 
truly honeft;z one madt up with qualifications fit for a pub. 
lick Receipt. Fmight ſay more,. and God knowes I flatter 
not, but ſpeak what Iknow, and Neceſfity conſtrained me to 
ſay ſomething, becauſe he- is named To emphatically with 
Neceſcities own hand-writing (if I miſtake not) but whether 
to commend -or defame him1I. know not, he comes off ſo 
ſacakingly, | 

The reſt:of his Pamphlet is ſtuffed with ſuch reaſon as he 
can dcviſe to ſhew his fear, leſt the Exciſe be brought to the 
Cuſtomes, and managed by-one and: the ſame pumber of 
perſons; and this alteration he knowes may undoe him, agd- 
vherefore is- in abodily fear, notbaving a friend in Parlia- 
Inent to cover kis-black head 'with a white lock, and is like 
to want that fine drefſe of commendations whereby he was 
fo well fetout by. his Linkle, that hebecame one of the Par- 
liamentsdarlings, andan-Officer m ſo great a truſt, And 
therefore now laiesabout him, throwes: dirt In- ſome mens. 
faces, frowns on others, growes ſawcy with his Maſters, 
ſwels high in his own- imagination, offers the example of 
Holand and Leghorne,to abate the ancient and ſolid revenue of 
the Cuftomes, andzo inhaunce the new (and it is hoped not 
intended to be long continued) Receipt of the Exciſe,av p.4, 
which laſt 'wasſet.on foot. only in times of extremity and 
expeRed to ceaſe when the prefling eccaſions of the Nation 
mill pernite. I cannot eaſily paſſe by his argument, to expell 
pride, luxury, and drunkennefle, by making proud, Iuxuri- 


ous, 
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ous, drunken perſons pay more for their finnes. 

If the mandid but know what neceſfity he hath co Rudy 
his own butineſſe, for which he is ſo well (it not roo well) 
paid, he might beable out of his own experience to tell 
others, that Wines and filk were never known fo dear as of 
late times, and is there any leffe will or delice to the excellive 
uſe of either? And doth notdaily experience maniteſt,that 
drunkards will havedrink, fer what rate you will upon it; 
andare thete nor many that can hardly get 7 5s. a week by 
hard labour, that will ſpend 4, or 5 5. in a day chough wite 

and children ſtarveat home ? Sslomen faics, a rod for the fools 
 backzit's not pecuniary mul&s, but corporall puniſhment 
that mult deter men from ſuch (ins. 

1 donota little wonder that any dares in a Chriſtian 
Common-wealth propound fuch a motion, as if we ſhould 
imitate the whorith Court of Rome, who allowes common. 
Stewes becauſe they fill the Popes coffers and (o iucreaſe theic 
treaſure with the hire ofa Whore, or as the Ruſſian, when 
reproved for drunkennefle, replies, Oh its good tor my ma- 
ſter the Ensperour,he being the great Merchant of Strong-Was 
ters, and cares not to Punith that fin becauſe ic brings 1 
profit. But I hope there will be no Neceflity to plead againſt 
ſuch abominable gain, for you ſhall finde kim in the lower 
end of that page, t1]k a little goodifh, he ſpeaks of reforma- 
tion,but it's not a throughout reforming he aimes at, ( the 
Exciſe are perfeCt already) bur it's to palſeupon the Cuſtome 
Officers before ſuch reducement, 

If ir were good for the Common-wealth to make any ſuch 
reducement, {as in my opinion it is not, but more for the 
publick advantage to keep the Receipts apart) good reaſon 
might be tor ſome variation of Salaries; but I know rthac 
is not his crift to obſerve, nor mine to reply ; yet let me 
tell him, that the ſalaries that now are, were ſetled to the 
Officers of the Cuſtomes upon very great judgement, and 
prepared, aud propoled by perſons of unqueſtionable abili- 
ties, 8kill andexperience, ;honefty and good affeRion, viz, 
The Committee ot Merchants then fitting - in Mincing Lane, 


B 2 authoriſed 


on 


his: imployment; it's. not ſaying but proving they trade, 


£133 
authoriſed thereunto by A of Parliamen t, Anno-1648, ad 
a9. of which Mr. Samuel Moyer, and Mr. Richard Hutchinſon 


' were two, with many other choice and ſelct perſons, who 


firſt preſented themunto-the Committee of the Navie and 
Cuſtomes, who reported the matter to the Parliament then 
ſitting,. and was by.them. confiemed - and dares he blunder 
cut queſtions whether it be fit. or unfi?. And then from 
quarrelling atcheir tfalaries,hefals upon their perfons,and in 
generall termes, charges many with trading as Merchants 
and FaQors, and indefinitly accuſes all with vobſtrufting the 
Exciſe,.violation of truſt, concealing and defrauding the 
State of their dues. 

Doubtlefſe it was a moretlien ordinary paſſion that urged 
Neceſſitythus to lay about bim and ſpare none : Why man, is 
the: enever an. honeſt man at- Cuſtome houſe, not Alder- 
man 7itchborrxe, nor: Mr, Samuel Moyer ? you made a criticall 
diſtinftion betwixtfull and perte&t:; why are you now 1o 
indefinite, ſure you never obſerved that rule in Logick, that 
every indefinite propoſition muſt be confirued univerſally ; 
and it ſo, thou haſt then comprehended them with the reſt. 
But I dare. undertake. you did it unwittingly, or without 
wit, othe; wiſe you would never: have adventured to 1un the 
hazard of their diſpleaſure, and go againft a known rule to 
ſpeak evill of dignitics, but you may hopethty have greater 
buſinefle then: ro trouble themſelves with a whoſe 
tongue is no {lander, and fo forgive, though I know not 
how they can forgct becauſe you have given then a remem- 
brance in.print. 

Had it not bcen better policy to have hid your ſc]t behinde 
your large ſalary and vaſt ignorance, and have blefied your 
ſelf; you were io inconliderable as not to be theught on, 
theſe being not timcs for men of poor parts and rich places 
bo be rampant, when they have to dove with an Eagle-eyd 

cate. 
You ſay many ofthe Cuſtome Officers trade as FaRors,it's 
ftrange you can name none but one long ſince thrown out of 


that 


[13] | 
that wakes them puniſhable. And amongſt the many crimes 
you lay to their charge in defrauding the Exciſe, you in- 
ſtance only a cafe near two years ſince of one Opye of Plimoutb, 
who was deteCted and caſt out of his Collefors place, al- 
thongh he had many friends in the Parliament, and divers 
eminent Officers of the Army, applyed in his behalte to the 
Commitlioners of Cuſtomes, yet fo juſt and unbyaſſed were 
they to their truſt, that no courtſhip could prevail with 
them, 

I could tel] you of many morein the port of Lydon, and 
elſewhere, whom they have caſt out for the like off.nces, and 
It might have had ſome ſeeming ſhew of honeſty if ycu had 
named any at preſent in imploynent that had been guilty, 
which the Commiſſioners have winked at: nay I am con-+ 
fident chat upon the exafteſt inquiry .it will not. be found 
that they ever indulged any proved guilty of this or the like 
miſdemeanors, either in his place or converſation. And 
truely I conceive if you knew any ſuch thing by any Officer, 
there lay a Neccflity upon you to have diſcovered it to the. 
Commillioners of Cuſtome, wherein you could not have 
failed of a fair acceptance, and a due procceding againſt the 
oftender according to juſtice. 

' Although Neceſſity have no law, yet he might. have had 
ſome modtſt ſhame, every ingenuous man will ſay theſe are 
unhandſome,illegall, unchriſtian 1:ke proceedings ; andthat 
you rather intend to caJumniate then reforme: I wiſh the 
Parliament would inforce you to make good your charge, 
and if you dv not, ] ſhall be inforced to ſay Neceſity hath 
no honeſty. And in this Necefity hath ſhewed himlelfa very 
bu fibody, quick fightd abroad but dul] at home ;he can fpiea 
meat at Cuſtome houſe,and fees not a beamat the Exciſe,you 
might have reckoned divers amongft- your Commiſſioners 
and Officers that keep their trades, and deal in many Exciſea- 
ble commoditics, did Mr. Morice Thom(: ,M. Boner, Mr.Tbomas 
Lental, with athers, as alſo divers interior Otticers give over 
their trades ? | 

And is-there not the like order of Parliament. againſt 
B I: | Exciſe. 
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Exciſe officers trading in Commodities Exciſeable? is not 
this thy complaining upon othery and negleRing reforma- 
tion at home, baſe hypocriſie? doth not this render thce 
one that keeps not company with a good conſcience and 
underſtanding ? & doth not thy aftirming many to be guilty, 
and particularly naming but one (and he long fince thrown 
out of his imployment) throws dirt in the tace of all,even 
.Commiſſioners,Clerks,andal other Officers? And yer Iam of 
opinion, that in your own conſcience you acquit every one 
in the port of London, and know not any thing of guilei- 
neſſe elſewhere: yet with an impudent face you charge the 
Officers wich concealing goods Exciſeable, and defrauding 
'the Exciſe, due upon conviction of offenders for non entry 
.of goods. 

It is true, the Exciſe may notbe paid, but ic's through 
your own negligence, or ignvrance, or unfaithfulneſſe,and 
it ſeems you bring not ſuch ſums to accompt ; but I (hall 
tell yaa, and makeic good, that the Commillioners of 
Cuftomes caule all goods ſcized, to be brought into the 
Common-wealcks warehouſe, and the Exciſe officers are 
acquainted with them z whence they are not delivered before 
compoſition, or condemnation, or order of Parliament, 
nor before due entrie be made ot the ſame,and Cuſtome paid 
and certified to be ſatisfied for Exciſe by your hand and eyes, 
indeed your skill, wifdome and cxperience, viz. Mr. Tho. 
Lemthalſand Mr. Jo. Crue. And of theſe as alſo for all other 
g00ds have the Commillioners of Cuſtomes ſuch Certificates 
and fair accompt kept thereof, that when this ſhall be in- 
quired into, as I hope it will, and am aſſured you know will 
beproved ; I wiſh you be able to anſwer the Common- 
. wealth for theſams that they will prove you have certified 
to have received : and yet you now afferc you have nat, but 
that they are loſt to the Receipt. Beleeve me, they that have 
found them, or kept them back, oc concealed them from the 
Common-wealch,ir's juſtthey ſhould be compelled ro vomir 
them up again. 


Well Necefity, T perceive you can play the Orator (or he 


t that 
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that compriſed the Book, did it for you) to end higheſt. ac 
laſt: pag.5.&6.You fall upon the Commiſſioners themſelves, 
yet have learned ſo much wit in your anzer as to charge but 
ſome of them| and then it foll owes in written hand ] Com- 
miſſioners for Cufomcs, viz. Col. Harvy, Mr. Hildersly, and 


Mr. Taylor have themſelves ſtrongly obſtruRted the receipt of: 


the Excife, &c. 

Pray, what Necefity was there to charge-three Commit- 
ſfioners and not the other, viz. Alderman Tichborne ? I dare 
aſſure you no A was ever done in order to the management 
of the Cuſtomes, but by and with conſent and concurrence 
of the whole or major part, although ic may be figned or 
pronounced by one for orders ſake; they Regiſt: c all their 
proceedings, and can give an account out of their diaries 
of all they ever did as Commiſſioners : I with you did ob» 
ſerve the like order,for your own and the Common-wealths- 
fake. The reaſon then is plain, that the whole drift of your 
Pamphlet reports it fawning and ſcraping to be continued: 
io your office, and are affraid to name Alderman Titchborne- 


being a member of Parliament. © 


But you can. mildly take yoyr fellow ſervants by the 
throat of their reputation,and fallly accuſe them unto their: 
maſters; having herein neither as a wiſe man or a Chriſti-- 
an well informed your (elf, nor confidered with them for 
fatlsfaftion, information, or reformation as it ought to be 
done. Bur as the love of money is the root of all evill, ſo: 
it is the root of that evill ; will you ſhew againſt your 
brethren, the fear of lofſe of your igaintull trade makes 
you imitate Demetrius and his Copperſmiths, they cry up. 
the greatneſſe of their Goddefſe, and make a tumult and 
would ſeem devout obfervers of that deity, and inrages 
the people againſt the Apoſtles ; But that which troubled 
them, was, leſt be ſhould loſe his gainfull occupation : fo 
your jealouſie leſt your craft ſhon]d fail,and your gain leffen,. 
hath put you upon this unchriſtian, uncharitable behavi- 
our, ſo diſhoneftly to beſpatter theſe wourthy, religious and: 


Godly perſouns, 
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'* Could you not conſider they were too well known for 
you to get any Credence by a bare generall accuſation. 
All men ofany eminent trade and bulinefſe knows, Coll, 
Harvy, who never obſcurely lived being borne & bredin the 
City, had a conlidersble'eftare lefc him, and when he traded 
as a-Silk-man or Merchant, had one of the greateſt tradcs in_ 
London, had the repute of a fair dealer, and was a man of 
grcat bulinefſe in honourable imployment in the ſervice of 
his Countcy, and quit himſelt like a man of worth and 
valour, as a Captain, a Major, a Culloncll and Major Ge- 
nerall , after ſerved in Parliament, and a Commilliuner of 
Cuſtomes wich ſo much induſtry and fidelicy, as a man un- 
wearie4 with bulineſfe, that to tpeak ingenuoully, I know 
but tew men that can and will take the pains which I dayly 
ſee him undergoe, being.naturally inclin'd to go through 
with what he undertakes, and this with his impartiall 
dealing hath ſufficiently irricated many men that would be 
ready to worke hima diſpleaſure : but God who gavehim 
a heart to at by a principle of grace and true loveto piety, 


® hath carried him on in his worke, that malice-it ſelf hach 


not had any juſt charge againſt him. 
And as for the other Commiſſioners,if wiſdome her ſelf had 
been ſet a work curiouſly to ſearch,ſhe could not have found 
men more fingle hearted, upright,fearing God and eſchewing 
evill, men that -defire in all good conſcience eo diſcharge 
their duty-to the truſt repoſed in them. AndI1 dare fay,it is 
beleeved by all that know-them, they 'are ſuch, and I can 
With truth and boldnefle athrme it, and add this to them 
'all in'generall, that diſcreerer, juſter, abler, and men ac- 
cording in one-minde and judgement, with love and reſpe& 
ro one another and all with whom as to cheir imployment 
they have to do as Commiſſioners, never yet ſuch were 
'known'to me, and [Jam 'per{waded it will be hard to 
finde ſuch an'agreement-for ſo 'long a time by any four 
.men in the world, 'in ſo eminent an imploymentr. 

'Yet Neceſſity. tigmatizeth them with the blackeft marks 
. ef infamy as grand obſtructers of the publick revenewes,vio- 
ans lation 


[173 


lation of truft, defrauders of the Common-wealch, concea- 


lers of the duty: of Exciſe. 

And.yet again, anuther «hargefar abſkcufting the receipt, 
Pag-. 6. They.canitantly grant. Safer | 

Ii's nat.trucethut they confantly grant them, but in one 
of theſe. caſes following,. 

I. By. way.of exportation, and only; an fuch goods where 
the halte ſubfidy. is tobe drawn back and.che whole Exciie, 
only fur accommodation of trade that they. may be ſhipped 
and not. paſle- Grayes-cnd untill a Cocket be paſſed, and-the 
Exciſe ofticers. have certified they are ſatisfi ed; 

2, When Cufſtome is paid and Exciſe certified to be 
fatisfed for ſmall, parcels, ſufferances are granted to-bring 
up. theſaid goods.in, Wherries, which otherwiſe traders-are 
obliged to do.ia. Lighters. 

3- For the. landing Graff and. bulky goods, as Deals, 
Maſts; Spars, Pitch, Tar, Hemp, &c. whichever were granted, 
and,wichout which Merchants.could nas trade in thoſe com- 
modities, the lawfall Keys; if four times.as. many, being;too 
few. to take.up aud. ſtorethe. ſame; 

. 4- Sufferances are. granted to. land. ſuch goods as no 
Merchant comesto:claime, and:to.put them in the Comma1 - 
wealths warchoufe till che Merchant.comes.to.demand then, 
which goods. are. not delivered without a-warrant paſſed b 
the Commilioners of the. Caltomes, . which they never paſle 
till che Cuſtomes be firſt paid, and never ſufferthe ſame robe 
executed; untill, chey-have.cectificate fromthe Exciſe officer 
that Exciſe is latisfd... | Dy 
5, And.laftly, Sufferaaccs-iaxe granted far landing, gpods 
tranſported from.other ports. of. this Nation.tothe Pbre of 


Landuu, and.they-ace- cither:goods.Exciſeable, or free from 


Exciſe, as Scarcoles, Gorne, Butter, Cheefe, Woo, &c. 
For \uch goods as are Exciſcable:thereis never any Suffe= 
rances granted, untill firkthe Exciſe officers. hand be .ſub- 
ſcribed . and; theſe-are the: SuBerances. thisempry, headed 


man.makes ſuch- adoe! abous, accufing.the Commilſieners 
of, Cuſtomes-fos granting _—_ rwithoutiapy, Exciſe 


officers 
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officers hand ſubſcribed; when as they never grant 
any of the aforeſaid fufferances except that for exportation 
and goods not Exciſeable, but when they have ficſt granted 
a warrant,and they never grant a warrant but they firft have 
the Exciſe officers hand to certifie he hath received fatis- 
fa&ion, and that this is.the conſtant praiſe at the Cuſtome- 
houſe as is dayly manifeſted; and all this they are authorized 
todo by the Parliament, for avoiding unreaſonable incon- 
veniences to the Merchants. 

And for the goods not liable to Exciſe, as Sea-coals, &c. 
You cannot forgert,if you have not quite loſt your memory, 
that about two years ſince, the Comiſlioners of Exciſedeſired 
a couference with the Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms concerning 
ſufferances by them granted, where you would needs ſhew 
how ignorant you were in the bufinefſe you would pretend 
fo much. knowledg in, and did there ſputter out a deal of 
nonſenſe, infomuch as your brethren were aſhamed of you, 
and likediſcreet men did informe you in good words, you 
underſtood not the thing you ſpake of : were not many 
officers of Cuſtomes and Exciſe witneſſes of your pertina - 
cious cariage in managing that debate, 'and were much 
grieved' that a Common-wealth abounding with many ex- 
cellent men of parts and] integrity, ſhould beſerved in fo 
high an iwployment by a ſupercilious conceited pragmatick 
bufibody, that pretends to finde holes in other mens coates, 
when he might have work enough to mpley more wit 
then the ſhallow pan of his brains can hold, In fearchin 
out the leaks whereby ſo much treaſure ſlips befide the 


receipt of the Exciſe, and fo begin reformation at bome. 


Bur to proceed, after your wiſer brethren had perſwaded 
your imperiouſnefſe to admit of a debate between them and 
the Commiſſioners for Cuſtomes, it was concluded for goods 
Exciſcablefrom the Coaſt, that the ancient and uninterrup- 
ted way of ſufferances granted joyntly by the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Cuſtomes and Exciſe ſhould be continued, but as 
for this new device of your brain for ſuck an injun&ion 
far goods that awed. no Exciſe, they all except your --6 

| wilsr. 
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( wiſer in your own conceit then ſeven men that. can render 
a reaſon) cuuld ſe no cauſe for, yet you could not reſt 
with chis, but apout a moneth bo your ſurvayour or 
deputy came to the Commiſſioners of Cuſiomes to Ict them 
know, it was expected that ſufferances for goods that. owed 
no Exciſe, ſhould be ſigned by the ſurvayour or deputy for 
Exciſe, as well as by the Commiſſioners of Cuftomes ; 
whereupon the Commiſſioners of Cuſtomes readily compli- 
ed (although they knew it uſeleſſe to the State) and gave 
order to their Clerks to prepareand order accordingly. 

But the Maſters trading to Newcaſtle, and other parts, 
refuſed ro go w the Exciſe officers for any ſuch ſufferances, 
ſaying, they were Engliſh men and by law not enjoyned 
thereunto ; and that thoſe things required were inovatious 
and troubletvme, and they could - noc write the bills well 
enough co pleaſe the Exciſe officers ; and therefore were 
neceſſicated to get the Deputy or ſome other Clerks of Excite 
ro write, and {o on every entry to pay for two lines writing 
6.4. or 4.d. which upon ſo many chouſand entries wou!'d 
amount unto a vaſt ſum of money, meerly cheated out of 
their purſes, and thereupon the Ship-maſters reſolved to 
land their goods upon tender of their Cockets wnto the 
Commiſſioners of Cuſtomes, as by law they were injoyned; 
which the Commiſſioners well weighing, and knowing by 
law no more was injoyned, did delire the Survayor of Ex- 
ciſe to acquaint the Commiſſioners of Exciſe therewith, 
that except they did ſhew reaſon to the contrary, the Com» 
miſſioners of Cuſtomes ought and would proceed to 
grant ſafferances by themſelves for all goods not Ex- 
ciſcable. 

But the Survayor of Exciſe anſwered, that the Commiſ- 
fioners of Exciſe did adhere to their former reſolution, 
whereupon the Commiſſioners of Cuſtomes did again con- 
fer with che Commiſſioners of Excile, and found but one 
of them ingaged with the Deputy, and the reſt declared they 
were pur upon it by the Deputy. And I am perſwaded it 
was only Neceſſity put him Pos it, and had it bcen cr__ 
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on their parts , it would have made a good revenue for 
themſelves by a multitade of {ix-pennies or groats, which it 
ſeems they had projected to have received ; a meer oppreſſion 
and exaFtion as ever was thruſt upona people. 

| Which cauſed rhe Commifhoners of Cuſtomes to ſend for 
the Surveyor or Depury of Exciſe T. L.. and plainly tell 
him, that they now diſcerned the reaſon of his ftrong en- 
deavouss for this innovatienbeing of.no uſe but ro vex the 
fhip-maſters, and traders, and bring money to his office, and 
ſupply Neceſſity, And thereforethis goes fo ncer the heart 
of this Miſer, that he complaines pag. the 6. lin. 10, And one 
of them did ſharpely rebuke the Surveyor of Exceife for diſecuering 
their miſdemeanors to the C' mm: ſſioners- of Fxcije. 

But conſider this jugling Neceffity had urged the Surveyor 
or Deputy T.L. upona foul mifdemeanour,for which he was 
worthily reprehended. by the Commiſſioners of Cuſtores. 
And now this-ſhitlecock cries whore firſt, and layes miſde- 
zheanours upon- the Commiſſioners of Cuftomes ; who, as 
'F have ſaid, are men of unqueſtionable integrity and ability 
to manage their truſt ; yet he Harh the impudenee to do 


#_—what he can to bluſh their reputation : But they are aboye 
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the aire of his finking breath,nor can his black mouth be- 
ſpot their innocence, and thofe ſharp arrowes his bitter 
words, will retort upon his own foul either to humble er 
terrifie him: 

And yet he hath one envenomed dart which he would 
flick in theic very beart, and charges the Commiſſioners of 
Cuſtomes that they have urduely maintained perſons deteffed of 
d-frauding the Exciſe 3 the Devil) himſcl'e would have been 
alhamedto have printed: ſuch a lie, it's true he is the Father 
of lies, and skiltul1 in-making ties, but he was fo carefull 
in delivering his oraclcs that they thould have fome colour 
of truth in them, and would fo conrtrive his anſwers thet 
whatſoever the event was, yet he would ſhew fo much wir 
at not. to be found in a lie; but though you cannot out- 
Withim, you will our-lic him, take heed he be nor tov wite 
S$ryouat laſt 3 how can you thinke ever to be ee by 

oneft. 
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honeſt min? they fay, what is bred in the boie, will never 
out of the fleſh, your firſt trade in drawing Chancery bils 
wherein then take liberty to lie at large; hath begotten' in 
you ſuch. a cuſtome that you carinor leave ix. 

You rajght have done well to have named ſome of thoſe 
deteCted! perſons, that ſo there might have been ſome colour 
of truth, and that Knaves might be known from honeſt men; 
but you throw your dirtat randome, aud care not who you 
daube, and deprave a great many better men thenyour ſelfe, 
and till you make good your charge, they carihot but thihk. 
ds bad of you as you write of them. , | 

But what perſons did your wiſdome ever detec? I can 
Inſtance ma ny diſcoveries that have been madeby the wit 
dome and infight of the Commiſſioners of Cuiſtotiet, of + 
ſeveral frauds whereby the Common-wedlth was baſely cheated, 
as that of counterfeit warrdhts;which all your skill could” 
hot finde otit although it was chiefly in defratiditig the 
Exciſe, whereby the Common-wealth was wronged of many 
thoufind pounds; and was but newly begun to be pradtifed 
iti the Coſtdtnes, but the Commiſſioners there Biſcovered © 
ahd found ont thoſe wniyorthy officers of ybilr parting ih,, + }.. - 
or cotitinnahce. | _— ; | 

Witneffe alfo that notable cotibthation of yorrt dearly 
be'oved Pratt with Eadie avid FWeltef Caftonie officers, 
what deceitfull praftiſes were by thtmi diſcovered: I might 
inſtance in many more, wherein by rhe ptudence ahd vigt- 
lane inſpe&tion of the Commiſſioners of Cuftomes, ſuch 
perſons have been. deteted; and: impriſened; and eaft out, 
and made uncaptble of any preferment Where they have to 
doe, ahd'yet this pertinacicus peece of confidence ſayes,they 
maintain perſons deteQted, &e. 

They fay that the receiver is as bad as the theef; if you: 
knew this why did you not reveal it?jf your were privy to 
ſuch anjuſt praiſes, you did*not well to conceale thier 
tow have yoh diſctiarged your truſt for theſe many years?” 
why did you not complain before? the law upon' convi&t-- 
on. would pani{h ſuck with impriſonment, and forfeiture. of 
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-double value: ofthe goods that the Exciſe amounted unto, 
. and could yourfellowes be all this while filenc in a matter 
of '{o great concernment? and now as if on a fudda'n yeur 
conſcience were awakened, you ſhew your ſelftro do ſome. 
thing to be talked of, as if you were the on)Jy man that 
did all buſineſſe, and they all ſtand for ciphers; Bur 
' they know, and I know, andall the world (thac bave to 
do with you) knows you to be a ſhatterbraind, ratle-headcd 
man, alcogether unfit and unworthy ihe place you hold, and 
thoſe that aft withyou, knowmy words to be true, and 
would be ableto givea better accompt of their bulineſfe, if 
you were out. Thave heard and beleeve it, that when you 
rept into this imployment, ' you were preſently fo elcya- 
ted, that having the luck (as you know who hath the belt) 
to.be named firſt in the A& of Parliament, you began to 
look big, and would take the firſt place, and thought your 
ſelf the beſt man; and it ſeems you perſiſt in this concett ; 
your brethren like wiſe men tollow their own bulinefle 
endeavouring to diſcharge their truſt, whileſt you neglect to 
ſweep yourown door; are raking in other mens ſinkes, and 
hope to domineer every where as you doin your office, to 
put in kindred into imployments, and will ſuffer nought 
to bedone without, applications in priyate be made to your 
worſhip,andbe it right or wrong, nothing muſt be done but 
-according to your own ſenſe. 

But the laſt, though not the leaſt thing that troubles 
Neceſity, is a Reducement ; and this his fear hath occaſioned 
all that he hath written before : for here he ſhewes pag. 6. 
what is his main dritt, , Incaſe Reducement of Exciſe to the 
Cuſtome be adjudged advantagiouns to the Cammon-wealth, may nt 
not both receipts ſo reduced be managed by perſons verſed in both 
imployments, that have ſuffered in their eſtates for the Common- 
wealth, and are of approved integrity, at the [alary of three balfe pence 
poundage? 

' Poor man, thy qualifications have undone thee, ic will be 
to great a work tor your brains,nor are you capable by your 
own words: you ſay well that there ſhould be reſpe& had 
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had to men that have ſuffered for the Commewealth 3 but 
all that know you can tell you have been a gainer not a loſer 
by the Common-wealth, having had divers good warme 
places, wherein you have not been wanting to make the ut- 
termoſt ; and having learned to make adyantages of places, 
you are now loath to be left out, and then you would 
imagine your ſelf into the opinion of good men, that you 
are one that ſeeks the welfare of the Nation. And (good ſoul) 
art grieved to ſee the publick treaſure ſo miſcarry, and like 
Abſolom, O that I were Judge in Iſra:l! So, if I h-d the 
management of both receipts of Cuftome and Exciſe ! and 
ſo by glavering words and ſcraping officious attendances, 
you truſt to get into an Office which will require a niore- 
able, ſolider, and better qualified man, then one ſo low 
pnzed as you ſet __ ſelf outto be ; you ſee Abſalom he had 
adeſigne or end he aimed at in his flattering the people, and 
ſo have you, and for ought I know it might be better for the 
Common» wealth you had Abſeloms end, then your own ; 
butyou hope to ſpeed by offering your ſervice cheaper 
then others will do it for ; but I hope all wiſe men know, 
bexter give 2 5. *a day toa workman, then 12d. a day to a 
bungler : can it be imagined that it is good to truft two ſuch 
receipts in the hands of thoſe who is like to bring a Noble 
to9 d. 

] have many more things to write, but I ſhall reſerve. 
them till 1- come to rejoyne with you. 


Feremiab W attes. 


